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on the straw matting to watch the head teachers
demonstrate. Their bare feet were neatly tucked
under the hems of their long white hakamal
With the rhythmic movements of dancers,
two of the advanced pupils demonstrated some of
the more than five hundred positions of kendo.
Slowly, steadily and gracefully, like two fighting
cocks, they parried for the correct psychological
moment before attacking each other with their
bamboo staves. The cuts inflicted were symbo-
lized by touches on the head, chest, arm or throat.
The winner must "cut" his rival in all of the four
above mentioned places.
As a pupil advances in kendo he abandons the
stave for a real sword* Middle school students
never get beyond the stave stage, but those desk-
ing to become really expert must abandon bamboo
for steel.
"You see the stave is round and light but
the sword is flat, heavy and has a peculiar balance*
In fact, there are certain movements possible in
kendo which cannot be used when real sword fighting
is indulged in," explained Mr* Nakayama as two
men, without any sort of protection on either head
or chest, entered the ajfiena with heavy steel swords.
1 Hakama are divided skirts*